
Starlight Message 

From Gloria Star 
 

Sun in Aquarius 2016 Issue 

Getting to the Core of the Matter 

 

If you're thinking you would like to make some 

changes, but the climate seems discouraging and 

unsettled, you're not alone. Several cycles 

influencing the rhythm of the cosmic dance 

provide echoes of the past. Good times. And yes, 

difficult times. But mostly ... what has been. It's 

easy to think that going back would be the better 

choice, but the path for such an option may be 

obscured by debris. During the first quarter of 

2016, the planets Uranus and Pluto are pulled 

closely toward that hostile tension that was so 

overwhelming for the previous three years. The 

good news: that tension never reaches its maximum this time.  Yet it is there, hovering 

like stubborn mist on a foggy morning. With this undertone, how does one accomplish 

anything? Or have you abandoned your new year's resolutions and hopes already?  

Hold on a moment ... looking back might prove constructive. But it does not mean you 

have to go there! 

 

We enter the realm of the Water-Bearer when the Sun shifts into Aquarius on January 

20
th

 at 10:28 AM (EST). In actuality, the Water-Bearer is pouring the energy of the 

Ethers, but I suppose Ether-Bearer would be even more confusing! As we begin this 

phase for 2016, the overriding influences now arise from more practical and down to 

earth qualities, since there's a lot of earthy energy in play right now. As though we 

could forget, we are still in the throes of Mercury's Retrograde in Capricorn for a while 

longer. Still, while the Sun's light shines through the lens of Aquarius (until February 

19
th

), it is easier to see more universal principles in operation. It's an excellent time to 

energize friendships, and can be a significant period to build coalitions with others 

who share your ideals. Altruistic and inventive actions also gain momentum now. 

 

Before we get into more details, keep in mind that our heavenly rule-maker, Saturn, 

continues its cycle in philosophical Sagittarius for the next two  years. The themes of 

this cycle signify many of the qualities that take the lead in terms of social structures. 

Continuing for another two years, there's one theme for Saturn in Sagittarius that's 

been pretty powerful already. It's called Judgment. That's not a bad thing on its own, 

but carried to extreme, can be rather troublesome. Have you seen or heard it? It 

sounds like, "You're wrong and I'm right." Or perhaps, "I am right and everyone else is 

wrong." Yet this is essentially a time when our duty and personal responsibility (Saturn) 

can also be more readily focused upon the quest for Universal Truth (Sagittarius).  

 

Saturn in Sagittarius prefers to look ahead, and can be an excellent time to build the 

structures that will sustain us in the future. During this politically-charged year in the 

USA, we can all anticipate that Saturn's influence in Sagittarius will show itself through 

highly partisan differences. There it is again: "My Truth versus Your Truth." I have to 



speculate about the positive, too, since this can also be a period when that big tent 

called Higher Truth can grow larger, instead of shrinking.  As always, keep in mind that 

these cycles can illuminate our potential choices. This is the all-important quality of 

Free Will. Exercise it frequently! 

 

Now, for a few more details. The Leo Full Moon on January 23
rd

 (8:46 PM EST) can 

inspire drama, and an excellent time to showcase your talents and passions. However, 

there's a monkey wrench in the works thanks to the cycle of Mercury. Yes, it's still 

retrograde, and the planet of communication and bridge-building is under stress.  

 

About that Mercury Retrograde: it will end on January 25
th

, while Mercury is tied in a 

close union with intensifying Pluto. This Mercury-Pluto aspect is functional from 

January 20
th 

until February 1
st

. On top of that, Mercury is in a frustrating  square to 

Uranus on January 20
th

-21
st

, adding the unexpected disruption to the mix. Talk about 

the potential for trouble when it comes to secrets, the Mercury-Pluto connection 

illustrates that there is definitely plenty going on beneath the surface. While this can be 

an amazing time to engage in research, communication can become snarled if those 

involved operate from a close-minded perspective, or, when some of those secrets 

distort the process. Also, be aware that what may have 

seemed like a fresh discovery around the 20
th

 is not 

exactly as it seemed. Perhaps you're in a situation that 

seems to be stuck, or in negotiations that seem to be 

going nowhere. This is the time to look for underlying 

issues at the core of the situation. It's also necessary to 

show reasonable restraint in circumstances where 

someone has hit a nerve, or when vulnerabilities become problematic. You've heard of 

arm-twisting ... that could certainly be going on during this dicey period. Head-butting 

is more likely, though: when both sides are digging in and pushing against the other.    

 

The Retrogrades of Mercury during 2016 will all occur when Mercury is traveling 

in an Earth Sign. (The current  retrograde features Capricorn). Illustrating the 

importance of the practical and material, Mercury's retrogrades in Earth signs suggest 

that 2016 will be a year when financial matters will be under closer scrutiny. It's 

also symbolic of the necessity to be aware of how we are using all our material (and 

environmental) resources.  

 

Once progress is on-track again after January 25
th

, keep in mind that Mercury will 

continue to move through its post-retrograde Shadow Phase until February 15
th

. 

During that time, you may find that any unfinished business simply demands your 

attention before you can fully move on into fresh territory. Yet, the first two weeks of 

February are marked by several opportunities to launch a new project or pursue a 

different direction. It could be that you're simply juggling that unfinished project while 

you're also focused on a new venture. Priorities may change more than once. 

 

Concentrate on mutually beneficial arrangements to spur progress from February 5
th 

 - 

8
th

 - a good time to heal old wounds and clarify misunderstandings, while 

communication improves with Jupiter's good will and optimism supporting Mercury.  

Matters of the heart can be a bit snarled from February 5
th

-7
th

, while Venus makes 

uncomfortable connections to both Pluto and Uranus. It's one of those times when 

something unpredictable can completely change the nature of an experience. Money 

matters may also be complicated. 

 



Eyes to the sky: If you're an early riser, take a look at the pre-dawn morning sky over 

the next three weeks. The five visible planets (Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter & Saturn) 

are morning stars from January 20
th

 to February 19
th

. If you're in a place with a broad 

view of the horizon, you might be able to track them all! Perhaps such a vision will 

spark fresh creativity, particularly near the time of the Aquarius New Moon on 

February 8th (9:39 AM EST).  

 

 

Chinese New Year arrives with the New Moon on February 8
th

. It's 

the Year of the Red Fire Monkey, a character symbolizing mischief 

and quick wit. Some believe Monkey years to be generally unlucky, as 

this character is also very changeable. However, a person's ability to 

be flexible will help to determine if the changes are positive or 

negative.  

 

As we move through the last two weeks of the Sun's cycle in Aquarius, 

there's ample energy available to accomplish your aims, with energetic 

Mars trekking through Scorpio, in a positive connection with 

Venus, Mercury, and then Jupiter from February 7
th

 - 14
th

. These few days can mark a 

time when cooperative efforts go a long way toward a successful outcome -- whether 

personal or professional.   

 

Venus -- representing finances, love and artistry -- gains extra support from generous 

and visionary Jupiter from February 9
th

 - 13
th

.  Just in time for the celebration of 

Valentine's Day, relationships can grow stronger, especially if there is real sharing 

and support in place. Money matters may also gain traction, although there may still 

be ground to catch up after earlier instability. Perhaps after Mercury gets past its 

Shadow phase on February 15
th

 progress on the economic fronts will be more 

promising.  

 

To explore how these cycles and more are working in your life this year, please contact 

me to schedule a personal consultation.  Starlight Message subscribers booking a 

consultation of one hour or more will receive a personal TimeLine report (sent as a PDF 

via email) for only $12! (Usual price is $40.) This 60+ page report will add more details 

to the information we explore and discuss during your consultation. This Starlight 

Special ends February 19
th

.  

 

Joy, light and love, 

Gloria 

 

Gloria Star 

(860) 664-3590 

www.GloriaStar.com 

PO Box 311, Clinton, CT 06413 
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